A New Prop

T”:—'. DESTROVEH TENDEW uss Frouticr (AL 25), based
it Long Bepeh, Calif,, undertook the: tougl tusk of
changing o propeller of the destrover vss Mamsficld
(D1 7251 while the DD was alongside; This tvpe of
job is usually performed in the drvdock of o shipyord,
Mansheld’s propellers weigh more than sine tony e,
measure 12 feet, eight-inches hetween hlnde tips,

A five-foot wrench, moved by tagkle, was needed to
nnserew the miant mat on the end of the propeller shoft,
Then the propeller was jarred Toode with o small ex=
plosive choroe. Clsin hoists. cables, and § boom were
used to hoist the faulte propeller aboard Frontier and
to Toswor the new ane to Mansficld, The job took plenty
of techndeal koow-how T the erow, P]Iili some. 118
hiours of underwater work by the ship’s divers,

Five divers took purt in the underwater phase of the
job. Fram the time Fronffer was assipned the task until
she completed it only a little more than & week elapsed.
Another satisfied customer was 15 pood as new.

Uppier elzht: Divers start dovwn ta ovestisste, Litvey
right: The Faulty I8500-pound propeller is faken
abaard: Frontiee. Upper left: Replacement propeller is
Iowered from tender, Lower left: Missinn necomplished;
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Hull Divers
EWSErAPERS, magazines, movies and lelevision huve
made many people -awure of the Navv's Under-
water Demolition (UDT) and Explusive Ordnance
Disposal (EOD) Teams.

Not =0 often heard of are the hull repair divers on
destrover tenders such as uss Brijee Canyon (AD 86).
Her diving mang, led by Chict Warmnt Officer A, C.
Vom Beloen, vsk, has tackled evervthing from replaging
damaged mropellers on a destrover o recovering an
suto that had run off a bridge inte GO feat of water,

The gang is made up of one first and five secand
fivers who are qualified to work with deep-sea

gw-water diving pear st depths of 150 feet,
Il are accomplished Seuba divers: They pre alén faeks.
pballirndes, with the qualifications of boatswain's
mates, shipfitters and machinery repairmen—aualifica-
tions which sre efsentinl in the underwater hal) in-
fpection and fepair work thoy peiform.

Top L

-

oft: Dhiver 15 rigged for work. Top viche: Bub-
ber-suited  divers chieek i sabve. Hight: Diver moes
below to eheck hull, Bottom Right: USS Bryee Camipon

bull-repair divers pose for photo, Bettom Leff: Souha
diver i= reacdied for o tough and delizate job,
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