Uss Valley Farge ICVS 41

The: short article in Ace Haxos
{May "58) which deseribed the pecan
twgve and ity anatomy weas oll vory
woll—as far as it went. However, we
are the first to admit that a certain
sense of fmonedioey was lacking. 1t
was fust @ litfle acpdemie, The force
of neture on the Tigh seas was
absent.

This lack iv remedied fiere by
LCDR Edward 1. Maissian, vsxn,
whe, earlier this year performed his
aettve duty for training on board vss
Valley Forge (CVS 43). This 5 the
tway hie saw i

EPANTURE WAS REFEATEDLY (o-

laved frony one slack wuater to
the next, because of the dense fog
in the Hampton Koads area, It was
not untl Tuesdey midmorming that
Valley Forge cleared the Virginia
Copes and stood out to sea. She was
to relieve vss Lepte (CV5 32),

Rear Admival Jolin 5. Thach, wenr-
ing three lmts as  Commander,
Hunter Killer Foree; Commander,
Carrier Division 16 and Commander,
Task Group Alfa, was embarked,
The ship-hased air group was eom-
posed of V5360 (82F  aicerait),
HET (HEE helicopters) and a de-
tachment of AD-3W planes from
VAW-12,

Althougli Sunday started ot as
o beautiful day, the metearnlogist
continued to point his fnger at two
low pressure sreas on the Noerth
Atlantic chart; one centered in New-
fDunElluni the other ;111r.nru.‘|.ﬂh[!151
from the west. The combined effect
af these two low pressure systems
was bound to influence the area
where Task Group Alfa was to can-
duct extensive ovperations in eon-
necton with ASW duty. The only
haven for the Valley was many
miles to the south in the sub-tropies,
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Stormy

a distance so great that it was out
af the question. Before too many
hours, the Valley could expect a real
blowe. The combined storms wers to
affect ships throughout most of the
North Atlantic,

In the aflermoon, the submarine
vss Cubera (88 34T7) came along-
side, bringing mail and movie film.
(See page 23 of this issue), Cuberg
also retumed o machinists mate
who had besn highlined to thom
tluring the morning wateh, to do a
vepadr job.

AT THE  SaME  TiME, V5306
lavnched all aivernft, taking full
advantage of good visibility and a
velatively steady deck, There were
CarQuals for many nesw pilots of the
air group, and operatonal exercises
continued throughout the afternoon
and inlo the night untif the sky
rraw too foreboding, and the planes
were recalled,

It was well past midnight when
the last of the ADs and 52Fs were
safely recovered and lowered info
the hangar deck. Because of Jack of
space below, nine $2Fs had to he
sectred topside,

Olen struts were bled, and extra
tie-downs secured in proparation for
the approaching  storm.  Ballistic
Latches were dogoed downg strong-
backs rgged behind hangar deck
roller curtain doors; ond Joose gear
lashed througheul the ship. To
ruard the planes remaining on deck
against possible solid water,  pali-
sades were installed next to the
ishand.

Late that night wisibility dimin.
ished, and the wind, which had sent
the temperature below freexing, liud
Dacked to 2707, and piped 30, 40
and 30 knots,

At the time, Valley Forge was on
a 305” heading; and with a 10:mnot
speed. Main injection temperature
leaped tn 627, evidenee of the Gulf
Stream,

B&' pAaYRREsR, the =eas had risen to
20-25 feet, and the ship had to
be twned downowind to 123° to
aveid preen water forward, A fol-
lowing sea now foreed Vallow to
piteh heavily, and her joiner bulk-
hends to work and creak noisily,
Thick dlouds of snow, driven hori-

Weather

zontully, struck the fslind strueture
like a sand Dlagt, gaining hold in
crevices along planking seams. It
would form a thin blanket over the
Hight deck, nnly o be swept clean
with the nest gust. When these
Hukes contacted the warm sea water,
banks of dense fog would form over
the surface, lowermg visibility,
Earlier in the midwateh, a comber
had struck the starboard quarter

and had caried away two punts
from the bozt well, sheared off the
after boat boom, and then smashed
both hangar deck roller curtain
doors from their tracks,

Sea water, which had entered the




—Down in the 'Valley’

bangar deck, sloshed from one side
ta the other, triled by a pattern of
glistening puddles in the te-down
bttings and then ended in the nume-
ber one elevator pit. Damage control
parties manned thelr stations, where
they made emergency repairs as
needed.

The destrover sereen had been
dispersed and each ship operated
independently bevond visible  dis-
tances. They, too, were having their
tronbles. vss Rich (DDE 820) re-
ported popped rivets and oracks in
her expansion joints.

The seas became higher and
higher, but Valley did not Bift fast

enough or hich enourh, and salid
water broke over the taffrail,

Sk:unxr. pisNeER that evening was

a difficult chore for the stewards,
Food was spilled and stacks of dishes
smashed in the pantry,

By movie time, the bLarometer
reached 20.6 inches. The wind had
hit 72 knots through clusters of
radar antenna, and drowned the
whistle blasts that emerged at
clocked intervals. The seas ranged
From 50 to 60 feet, and Valley Forge
pitched mere than 835 feet,

To  maintain steering  control
against the following seas, starboard

turbines were throttled to 90 shaft
rpmy, and the port serews ecased to
50 rpm. With each heave the pro-

pellers broke surface and reced.

Al hands were repestedly warned
to keep clear of the flight deck, cat-
walks and all weather decks, .

ACZ1N, as the third reel of
Panny Kaye movie was being shown
in the wardroom, the ship rolled
violently to port, then paused at
229, There was & slow wvertcal
tremor as though the ship was rid-
ing over a series of Hmbers. We
braced our chairs against any sta-
tionary object we enuld find. There
wits @ erash in the pantrv, The movie






