A bt dazod, it moved out of tho
meesz [l and foromnd to the crea's
wishroom. Pushing open tho door,
he had to blink Therc alomge tha
bulkhicad stood. not the waal fum-
Bile of bvasing and pipes, bt a gleam.
ing, orderdy armangement of stainless
abee] basins lanked |:|:|.' rowvs ol wmaall
sired Jockers,

Eaclhh member of the eaew who
pses  that washroom, Joe lepmed
[ater, i asdigned a locker for his
bibet nrtbcles, YWhen ho gropes hils
way in for his moming shave, he
simply has to opon his locker, de-
tnch the removable door from its
hinges and hang the whole affair
ugr evir tho basin, For fiedde the
door, attached by small clamps, are
hie toothbrush,  toothpaste,  aeor,
l."'l.ll.'.—IL'-.'IIJ.} for action. Also In the
hicker ga his towel and waxh cdoth,
Tleze they rre putematically dried
betwron times b:.-' air from the ':hl'p'::
systerns whiclh & forced songh thea
wirc-mesh lockers.

Backing ot of e glistendng wash
romen, Joe ducked down one deck
and stepped indo the forwand crew’s
besthing  compastment, Here apain
e chunge was ohvions.

Beneath aneh bunk wae 0 row al
sliding drawess. for persomal effects.
Al the fool of onch tiere of lsunks
stood full-length  perforated  alami-
num lockers, A couple of writing
Enlsles amal clundes were spotted about
the roomy compartment,

The ol gieel ks had beon
ripped out and replaced with mod-
o, aluminiem theee-bered |n||:-i.
cach one equipped with a spenpe
tubler (neoprena) matteess,

Oher “Chied Beovn,” wsed liere os
an example, B not an achal per-
A However, there i nothing the
au_lﬂm,-sl bit wiasrenl alwwaed the trans-
fermation  that new crewmen Tike
Joe Browa will Bnc whon they Loard
Meredith for the st lime. Tt's ol
ast o Joe dnw B For Meredith Teares
sents the first tangihle remlts of a
new far-reaching plan fo foprove
][\l'ﬂlg oomditions aboard U, 5, ships
of the Fleet for both officess and en-
Iisted men,

This i not to say that the Navy
ham't been coneernied ahout Fvalsil-
ity i dts ships eiglit aloog. 1 has—
ag evideneed, for cxnmple, by the
fecreazed vse of i conditioning for
temperntore and  humidity  control
in the last 40 years. Pour ileadis
agn, air conditioning was used only
to keep the powder dey; today i %
]:-r:iu.g installed o all or part of a
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vanrliety of veanels vanging lrom sul-
marines o afrerafl carmiers

Bat the new fivability progam
tor “habitability™ as it & known
olliewlly], goes a Iot farther than
afe condlitioning alone, 1L beings into
focus all the factors that mo to make
i .'-]I-i"ll i homa, It ia @ '-Ir:l']-;'||.|‘|':||||.|lr||
progran ihrongh wlieh the Buresu
of Ships design people liope to re-
verse e current tendency o cram
“hardwnre”  into  every  awvailable
noik il cranny In s ship.

The tendency to pub more and
mpre ooplpanest doloe o hall ghat
wasn t designed for it wos a naturnl
outgrowth of Che fncreesed comples-
ity of modern wea warfare. Tochag
Iogical Improvements marched on,
arel  Navy  commmanders  natially
winted  each newr illl]hl‘l'l'.-'-l_‘ﬂ!l'nt
afsrarel their ship, Moador with all
its little “Black boxes” new fire oon-
tral eqaigament lewram, I:'g_m_-:..- i-]a:.l_-
M faailit g =afl | |i=ie= ||||||.|_l|'i R
brought abonrd and  Incressed  the
“il‘li[;i fighting effectivorioes.

The result hos been ol te make
wity for the pew machines, coews
hivve bewn ergnaled nta smalloer and
less comfortable spaces. The little
shipe with many assignments have
suffered] most, but coows of all naval
vissels have been cought op in the
spreuiing fungle of gadgets.

Two vears ago the Mavy guthered
iy expests topether for an pssanll
on: the problem. The first step was
fer  msaka "”|I.||||.|'|_|||||!|." s waid
ceined for the program, a "military
chiuseternstic” for each mews ship,
Tliis mvsant that “haldiabibioy” woukbd
be considered along with all other
minfor [ncford that determine o L|J|;s'::
ultimate  form — armament, o,
upm‘l mnd |t|f‘|l‘|111'|'|:'|.|1|i||'|:|'—:||||| if
NE STy 4'||||:|[|m1||'iu1| with  tlseemn,

Acting wmwler a dimetion from the
Clidel ol MNaval Opevationg, the Op-
enttinnal ﬂe:ﬂ-]-l:-pl:l:ltut Furce at
Madalk, Ya,, tormold loose o pesse
of specianlists which svwanmed over
more than 200 dilferent _:|'|i=:n: el all
types of thie Atbntie  Fleet, -This
group produced o detailed, 12-
ik e reparl il in this el miy
affect the living conditions of every
ahidp dn the Navy L=kay as well as
cvery new ship built in the future.

The investigators Lnnched  their
abbock on tiree oujor frosts:

= An item-by-item survey of the
lving spaces, lunks, okers, wash.
moom equipment and messing feetli-
ties of inclividual slrges.

o Solentilic meosurements of al-

MODERM fire support ship (IF3) has

ilewk berthing for crow (obove). Mess-
ing focilities ore greotly Improved,
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GUARTERS for ehinfe ara roomier,
mare comiorlable (abeva)l. Officers’
wordroam takes an ‘naw loak,' lea.
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